no                     AFTER THE WAR

rights of national sovereignty seems to be needed, and a con-
siderable step forward would be taken if the League were
given a modest measure of legislative power by authorizing
a substantial majority of the member States to alter the legal
status quo without the concurrence of the parties affected. An
embryonic International Police Force would add greatly to
the chances of doing justice and preserving peace in a sinful
world.

In putting forward for discussion and thought these peace
proposals, it has been a primary objective that they should be
practical. The human race never progresses by leaps and
bounds and we have outgrown the idealism of the early days
of the League of Nations. Neither this war nor the peace will
bring a new heaven nor even an entirely new earth, and our
task is merely to overcome the most pressing and immediate
evils, and take some small step forward to a better society.
This will not be a war to end war, nor will our victory destroy
once and for all the danger of the military domination of
Europe. As no man can bargain with God for the soul of his
brother, so no generation by its sacrifice can win security for
its descendants. All that we can hope is that Britain with her
Empire and her Allies will succeed once more in preserving
the liberties of Europe, and that the ensuing treaties may give
to an aged and distracted world a better economic prospect
and an improved machinery for solving international differ-
ences without war.